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much children .of the devil as they were themselves.
And they would have succeeded in their detestable ends,
if the Prince had not stopped them by his wisdom and
energy. He, detesting the bloodthirsty temper of the
Calvinists, found means to stem their bold attempts with
a strong hand." He formed a solid armed force con-
sisting of Catholics, Lutherans, foreign merchants, and
the leading burghers of all creeds; the tocsin was rung,
and the rioters surrounded. Then, at the head of a
deputation from the Council, attended by a hundred
men-at-arms, he rode up to the barricades in the Meir.
There he had the terms of settlement read aloud, and
he proved to them that they were all they could obtain,
being free right of worship and exclusion of a foreign
garrison. He warned the insurgents that they were
outnumbered by two to one, and that further resistance
could only end in a new massacre such as they had lately
witnessed at Ostrawell. He adjured them passionately
to accept the terms. They were overawed} if not con-
vinced. Their preachers accepted the terms. As the
settlement was read out, the Prince cried—" God save
the King." And, as a sign of submission to his authority,
the same cry at last broke forth from the fierce gathering
of men who had kept the city in awe for three days and
nights. "Thus was the tumult quelled," says old
Pontus, " without any spilling of blood, which every one
expected to see."
This was one of the most master!}7, as well as one of
the most hazardous, exploits of the time, crowded as
that time was with heroic and brilliant deeds. And it
has won the praise of all historians on both sides. The
garrulous Pontus, who never would believe in the

